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ANZAC COMMITTEE 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.53 am]:  My grievance is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier.  Tomorrow 
is Remembrance Day.  I understand that the parliamentary secretary has taken a very strong leadership role in the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet regarding the Anzac committee that has been established within it.  I 
have been quietly very impressed by what is happening within government and with the assistance that the 
government has given to the Returned and Services League of Australia and the very many returned service 
people in this state and others who hold very firm and cherished views on Remembrance Day and the 
contribution of our armed forces. 

Part of the reason I am making this grievance today is that I believe many people in our community are aware of 
the work that the government has done and of the material it has made available.  I know that the parliamentary 
secretary and the sub-branches of the RSL have been working extremely hard.  I inform members of the web site 
www.anzac.dpc.wa.gov.au.  This year is the sixtieth year since the end of World War II.  Each year since the end 
of the Second World War the Mount Lawley-Inglewood sub-branch of the RSL has held a dinner on Victory in 
the Pacific Day.  The number of people who attend it has ebbed and flowed over the years.  Since I became a 
member of Parliament, one of my hobbyhorses has been to advocate for the local RSL branches.  The 
government should fund them directly.  Just as the Gallop government empowers regional communities, it 
should empower sub-branches of the RSL.  Many sub-branches throughout the state, whether they are in 
Broome, Derby, the south west or in my own electorate, commemorate Anzac Day and Remembrance Day.  The 
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia celebrates Long Tan Day.  The Western Australian branch of the 
Vietnam Veterans Association is headquartered in my electorate at Anzac House in Mt Hawthorn.  We should be 
able to empower the RSL and the Vietnam Veterans Association to make it easier for them to undertake their 
local activities.  The service people from the Second World War and also the Vietnam veterans are getting older.  
We do not want them lugging around heavy equipment and doing other things that could be done by younger 
people.  If the government provided a few shekels, it would make their job easier. 

One thing about the parliamentary secretary’s leadership role on the Anzac committee that has impressed me is 
how the government is now encouraging and embracing school Anzac activities.  That has perhaps not been 
done elsewhere.  Other states have not required schools and students to undertake activities on Anzac Day, 
which inculcate a sense of Australian identity and responsibility.  The students are being actively encouraged, 
and they are embracing it. 

The parliamentary secretary has made use of new technology by recording on the Internet the stories of service 
people.  My grandfather, Norman John Hyde, left for Gallipoli from Albany.  The family discovered only 20 
years ago that while a soldier he had written diaries, which are absolutely fascinating.  He died in 1959.  I regret 
that more oral histories from people such as my grandfather were not recorded.  Part of the government’s scheme 
involves recording on the Internet the real histories from survivors of that time who are still living.  The diaries 
of soldiers who served overseas were often written with the thought in the back of their minds that if they did not 
return, the diary would be a record of their experience for their mothers.  Therefore, what is written in the diaries 
is not necessarily what might have been recorded if they were not written for their mothers. 

One of my uncles, Joe Pearce, who is still living and who was one of the great footballers for the Swan Districts 
Football Club, was a prisoner of war who worked on the Burma-Thailand Railway.  Many of our service people 
who worked on that railway in Thailand, and who were given incredible help by the Thai people, suffered 
greatly.  Many of them did not reveal to their families what happened to them until only recently.  I keep running 
into people who had no idea of what their fathers, who are in their 80s, went through in the Second World War.  
For various reasons, it is only recently that these veterans have begun to open up and tell their stories.  Therefore, 
it is important that the government help them to ensure that those stories are told. 
The stories involve not only people who served overseas.  A number of my aunts, the Pearce sisters from 
Moulyinning, were all-Australian hockey captains and great players during the war.  My aunt May Campbell 
was married to my uncle Arch Campbell, who was the commentator for the swimming events at the 1962 Empire 
Games that were held at Perry Lakes Stadium.  He worked for the 2nd/2nd Battalion in East Timor, in occupied 
Japanese territory.  For much of the war a number of Western Australian diggers operated and supported the East 
Timorese there.  We never got his oral history before he passed on.  He came back to Perth to get married.  He 
took his best mate and his wife on his honeymoon on the train up to Geraldton.  We need to acknowledge the 
stories of what my aunt and other women in Perth did during the war years.  It is part of the panoply of stories 
that should be told.  I urge the parliamentary secretary to continue the magnificent work that she is doing in the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet.   
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MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.00 am]:  I thank the member for Perth for his 
grievance and his graciousness, although hyperbole is probably the best description of his compliments.  The 
member for Perth is correct in what he says because in commemorating the sacrifices of the fallen, this year is 
particularly significant as it marks the ninetieth anniversary of the landing of Gallipoli, the sixtieth anniversary 
of the end of World War II and the thirtieth anniversary of the end of the war in Vietnam. 
As a consequence, last year the Premier announced a number of initiatives to occur in 2005 to remember these 
historical milestones and their impact on Western Australia.  These initiatives included commissioning a 
commemorative medal from the Perth Mint, organising commemorative events in WA communities that were 
bombed during World War II, undertaking repairs to the State War Memorial at Kings Park and collecting 
historical essays from people who made a contribution during the Second World War.  To date, 4 297 
commemorative medallions have been issued upon application to those who made a contribution to the war 
effort.  The government is anxious to ensure that those women who looked after their returned husbands, 
brothers and fathers or who entered work for the first time and who have never received any medals are 
acknowledged as part of this program.  I am pleased to say that 33 per cent of such medallions, or 1 418, were 
given to women for their role in the wartime effort. 
This year also saw official recognition of the WA communities that were bombed during the Second World War.  
As we all know, the war hit Western Australian shores in a brutal fashion.  Broome suffered Australia’s second 
worst air raid in March 1942 when 70 people were killed and 24 aircraft, including 16 flying boats, were 
destroyed.  At the same time as the raid on Broome, eight Japanese fighters hit Wyndham.  Broome was again hit 
later in March, and on the same day Derby suffered its only raid.  It is therefore appropriate that we recognise the 
impact of these events on those communities.  Special funding is set aside for commemorative events held in 
these communities that came under attack during World War II.  Events have been held in Broome, Derby, 
Onslow and Port Gregory.  I understand that plans are still being developed for Exmouth, Port Hedland, 
Wyndham and Kalumburu. 
This year the state government ensured that funding was available to reconstruct the State War Memorial and 
allocated $445 000 to undertake the restoration project.  This involved dismantling and repairing water damage 
to the monument.  I am pleased to say that the federal government contributed an equivalent amount to that 
project.  Also, the state government donated $150 000 towards the development of the Mandurah war memorial.  
It is a magnificent and important site.  There are a lot of Vietnam veterans in the Peel area so it is great that they 
now have a site to commemorate their service. 
One of the most significant and successful initiatives this year is the Tell Us Your Story program.  It involved 
inviting people to submit an account in writing about their personal wartime experiences, either of battle, 
friendship or a contribution made on the home front.  A selection of these stories has been posted on the state 
government ANZAC web site so that Western Australians can read how our citizens fought, helped or dedicated 
their services during wartime.  For those members who have not accessed the site, I recommend they do so at 
www.anzac.dpc.wa.gov.au.  The rationale behind this project is obvious.  It being 60 years since the end of 
World War II, fewer and fewer people remain to tell stories of life during this turbulent time.  The project has 
been a great success as it has given us the opportunity to remember and recognise the enormous contribution that 
wartime generations made to Western Australia. 
All essays are lodged with the Battye Library as a rich resource for students and researchers in the future.  They 
disclose some extraordinary accounts by very ordinary Western Australians.  They are a modest but very moving 
and evocative chronicle of what life at war was really like.  It is extremely gratifying that valuable memories and 
historical accounts can be preserved for future generations.  Those who have accessed the site have given 
extremely positive feedback, including many people from overseas and school students and teachers alike.  It is 
simply a wonderful resource. 

However, I say to the member for Perth that I am conscious that many contemporaries of those who contributed 
to this site, especially the more elderly in the community, may not be comfortable with or proficient at using the 
computer, so we are actually keen to put some of these contributions into print form so that the stories of 
bravery, sacrifice, courage and mateship can be more readily accessed. 

I thank my predecessor on the committee, the now minister, Hon Mark McGowan, for his valuable work in the 
lead-up to 2005.  I also thank Bill Gaynor, the state president of the RSL; Shane Seers, the state secretary of the 
RSL; Lisa Rechichi, from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet; Fiona Hills, also of the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet; Lynne Cahill, from Newspapers in Education at The West Australian; Robert Somerville, 
from the Department of Education and Training; Val Eaton, from Celebrate WA; and all committee members 
from across government who have actively participated in the committee. 

Finally, tomorrow is Remembrance Day.  As we pin on our poppies, we might recall the poem by Moira Michael 
- 
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Oh!  You who sleep in Flanders’ Fields, 
Sleep sweet - to rise anew; 
We caught the torch you threw; 
And holding high we kept 
The faith with those who died. 
We cherish, too, the Poppy red 
That grows on fields where valour led. 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies, 
But lends a lustre to the red 
Of the flower that blooms above the dead 
In Flanders’ Fields. 

 


